IJ4             THE   ORIGIN   OF   BULLS
then in England ckeing out a precarious existence
and speaking what to them was a foreign language.
The truth of the matter is that it was not until
the last decade of the seventeenth century that
bull-making was looked upon otherwise than as
a weakness to which Englishmen were prone.
Humorously enough, once that proclivity was
foisted upon poor Paddy that admission was no
longer made.
Much as it fostered the monstrosity, it is not
to the stage that we must give the discredit of
having originated the Stage Irishman, He was a
transplantation from another soil Although the
point has been disputed on the strength of
fallacious evidence there was no trace of him
on the boards for a full decade after the year of
grace, 1690, when a book of jests which fell from
the London press succeeded somehow in per-
manently besmirching Irish character in fastening
upon it traits foreign to its nature* "In this, as 1
shall presently show, we have the Jons it origp
of Paddy the bull-maker. Owing to incautious
a postmen reasoning and reliance on deceptive
evidence, the truth about the matter has long
been obscured. It has been maintained that the
bull-making low-class Irishman dates from the
production of Sir Robert Howard's long-popular